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Australian Perspecta 1997: Between Art and Nature

a sound art performance of sublime nuance by

SOCIAL INTERIORS

in collaboration with video artist Peter Oldham

Spatial Circumference

plus solo peformances by the group members

Rik Rue, Shane Fahey and Julian Knowles
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pleased to present this rare public
performance by SOCIAL INTERIORS,
one of Australia’s most distinctive
and internationally acclaimed
sound art ensembles.

\ ‘A\‘\V\ N\ ' Spatial Circumference is an
i \ n experimental audiovisual collaboration
WS L) v * ©1C between SOCIAL INTERIORS and video
" \\ artist Peter Oldham, which explores a
series of concentrated habitats within and
around rainforest regions in New South Wales.
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are processed with multiple layers of wave
generators in such a way as to mirror the
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Dedicated to the Australian outback and inspired
by Brion Gysin, this piece concerns itself with a
i’hegotiation between sound and space.
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SOCIAL INTERIORS was formed in 1984 by
Shane Fahey and Rik Rue primarily as a studio
and recording project. The group is dedicated to
uncovering some of the unique character
inherent in Australia’s aural landscape.
Meticulous editing and treatment form the basis
of their sound compositions. The works are
essentially about blurring the distinctions
between sound and sight/site via careful
manipulation of sonic materials to create
phantom—and perhaps impossible—acoustic
spaces. Social Interiors has released
numerous cassette recordings on the
Pedestrian Tapes label and two CDs on the
Extreme label, The World Behind You
(XCD029) and Traces of Mercury (XCD040).
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RIK RUE is an internationally renowned
improvisor and manipulator of analogue and
digital tape who has been composing with
found sounds since the early 1980s. He
transforms  recordings from  bushland
environments and sonically congested urban
zones into radiophonic soundscapes, sound
_discrete__compositions__and
collaborative works for live performance in
dance and theatre, film and video soundtracks,
and cross media productions. He is a member the Arts; a y
of such legendary groups as Mind/Body/Split FilFand el
and Machine for Making Sense. Many of Rik’s
works~“have been featured on The Listening *
Room, ABC Classic FM. He has collaborated
with Sidetrack performance ensemble, Butoh
performer Tess de Quincey, dance/performance ? i
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group Gravity Feed, visual artist Joan Grounds, €
and musicians Jon Rose and lkue Mori, among
many others.

SHANE FAHEY is a musician, acoustician and ] o e i
sound engineer. He was a founder member of fQIN “"ia 5
the experimental music group The Makers of :SOON from - G

the Dead Travel Fast (1979-1982) and has transvideo: new video yﬁ
since collaborated with a range of artists p-
including musicians Stevie Wishart, Tenebrae art & docu,mer‘tﬁ from

and Crow, and performance artists Barbara South America Curated w
Campbell, Anna Sabiel and Sarah Waterson. by Janet Merewether ——
Shane recently designed the soundscape for (coinciding

: . ith Camivale 97)
filmmaker Virginia Hilyard’s Places of Memory, i

an audiovisual exhibition currently installed at
the Museum of Sydney.
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JULIAN KNOWLES is a composer/performer

ART RAgE artworks for

contexts sucn as performance, intermedia
collaborations, film and television, including
projects with Machine For Making Sense and
the group’s members Rik Rue, Stevie Wishart
and Amanda Stewart; Latin American dancer
Rafael Gonzalez; performance artist Tess de
Quincey; vocalist Jo Truman; visual artist
George Gittoes; film music for Swerve (Marcus
Gale, 1995), and music/sound design for
Revisionism (Rachel Landers, 1997). Julian
has performed to critical acclaim throughout
Australia, UK, USA and Latin America in solo
and group settings.
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PETER OLDHAM is a video artist who has
documented theatre and dance performances
for Gravity Feed, The Seymour Group, The One
Extra Company and Deborah Pollard, among
others. He has also worked on a CD ROM
production for Open City, and an interactive
touch screen display for the Australia Council’'s

Art Market.
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